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RESOLUTION URGING THE STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY TO REVIEW 
AND IMPROVE CANDIDATE ENDORSEMENT PROCESS

WHEREAS, the Portsmouth Democratic Town Committee, as an on-the-ground 
arm of the Democratic Party has a compelling interest in fairness and transparency in all Party 
activities as well as preserving the image and value of the Party locally; and

WHEREAS, the 2018 State Party endorsement process for general assembly 
candidates has resulted in negative impact on incumbent Democratic elected officials, 
endorsement of candidates with questionable credentials, allegations of unfair treatment, and 
harsh national media coverage; and

 WHEREAS, the State Party has a responsibility to uphold both the integrity of 
the endorsement process and the image of the State Party as aligned with Democratic values;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Portsmouth Democratic Town 
Committee hereby calls upon the officers and staff of the Rhode Island Democratic Party to 
engage in a review and produce a plan to educate all Democratic candidates about procedures 
and timelines, and improve the transparency and accountability of the endorsement process.

LET IT BE KNOWN that this resolution was unanimously adopted by the 
Portsmouth Democratic Town Committee on the 5th day of July, 2018.
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